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JP2002185873A2: VIDEO SIGNAL OUTPUT DEVICE 

Video signal output device for electronic endoscope, includes CMOS image 
sensor that generates pixel signal based on external control signal, that is 
processed to obtain video signals for transmission rPerwent Record! 
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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To decrease number of 
transmission cables used for transmission/ reception of a signal 
between a CMOS image sensor and an external device. 

SOLUTION: The CMOS image sensor 1 1 has an image forming 
area 22, that generates a pixel signal corresponding to an image 
formed on a light receiving face and a control signal storage area 23 
that is placed at the outside of the image forming area 22. The 
image forming area 22 generates a pixel signal by an image pickup 
operation. The control signal storage area 23 stores a control signal 
to apply white balance adjustment or the like to the pixel signal. The 
pixel signal is subjected to processing by the control signal in a pixel 
signal processing circuit 26, and the resulting signal is fed to a 
microcomputer of an electronic endoscope via the transmission 
cable as video signal. The microcomputer transmits the control 
signal to the CMOS image sensor 1 1 via the transmission cable. 
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